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First Floor, Hopetoun Gate, 8b McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4LZ, Tel: 0131 524 5150 

Chairman:  Cllr Russell Imrie        Partnership Director:  Alex Macaulay 

S E S t r a n  i s  a  S t a t u t o r y  P a r t n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l s  o f  
C l a c k m a n n a n s h i r e ,  E a s t  L o t h i a n ,  C i t y  o f  E d i n b u r g h ,  F a l k i r k ,  F i f e ,   

M i d l o t h i a n ,  S c o t t i s h  B o r d e r s  a n d  W e s t  L o t h i a n   

8 Feb 2010     

Edinburgh Orbital BRT Project 

Brief for Framework Consultant

to undertake Preliminary Junction and Link design 
work for section between  

south/west of  junction A71 (Calder Rd) / B701 (Wester 
Hailes Rd)

to
north of junction Bankhead Drive / South Gyle Access 

Background

This work follows the previous studies on the EOBRT project undertaken by 
Scott Wilson.

This work is based on the premise that this section of the Orbital BRT is 
already seriously congested in the a.m. and p.m. peaks and that 
improvements are required to ensure attractive public transport journey times.

Brief

1. Undertake relevant research/investigation to assess current 
performance of the three junctions (including the Bankhead Ave / 
Bankhead Crossway North junction) and the links.  

2. Establish current transport proposals for the area, including those in 
relation to the nearby educational establishments and in relation to 
Tram works. Also establish land ownership beyond the existing 
highway boundary should future land-take be necessary. 

3. Establish if further information not readily available is required and 
discuss with Client.  

4. Identify what improvements can be made to the operational 
characteristics of the existing junctions to facilitate the orbital BRT 
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services without significantly worsening the overall performance of the 
junctions and without significantly altering the junction layouts.

5. Establish if changes to junction layout/type will offer significant 
improvement in performance. 

6. Establish the requirement of bus priority measures on the link and on 
the approaches to the junctions and, if relevant, establish if this (and 
any change in junction layout) can be contained within existing highway 
boundaries. 

7. Undertake design of relevant junction and link alterations. Plans should 
be prepared to at least 1:200 scale for junctions and 1:500 for the links.

8. Establish implementation costs of the preferred option. Costs should 
include land costs (if relevant), drainage, public utilities, traffic 
management works, landscaping, detailed design etc.

9. Prepare a project report to enable the client to take the project forward 
with relevant parties, including Transport Scotland, City of Edinburgh 
Council and Bus operators. 

10. The consultant should liaise fully with the local authority in the 
execution of the above work. 

11. Work should be completed by 31 March 2010. 

Trond Haugen
Advisor to SEStran
Direct Dial:        0131 524 5155
Mobile:        07707 23 03 05
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First Floor, Hopetoun Gate, 8b McDonald Road, Edinburgh, EH7 4LZ, Tel: 0131 524 5150 

Chairman:  Cllr Russell Imrie        Partnership Director:  Alex Macaulay 

S E S t r a n  i s  a  S t a t u t o r y  P a r t n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l s  o f  
C l a c k m a n n a n s h i r e ,  E a s t  L o t h i a n ,  C i t y  o f  E d i n b u r g h ,  F a l k i r k ,  F i f e ,   

M i d l o t h i a n ,  S c o t t i s h  B o r d e r s  a n d  W e s t  L o t h i a n   

8 Feb 2010     

Edinburgh Orbital BRT Project 

Brief for Framework Consultant

to undertake Preliminary Design work for Bus Link 
between Lothianburn and Straiton P&R sites 

Background

This work follows the previous studies on the EOBRT project undertaken by 
Scott Wilson.

This work is based on the premise that the section of the Edinburgh Bypass 
between Lothianburn and Straiton is already seriously congested in the a.m. 
peak and that it is most unlikely that Transport Scotland will provide hard 
shoulders on this section of the bypass (that could potentially be used by an 
Orbital BRT). 

The link is therefore required so that an orbital BRT service can serve both 
P&R sites without buses getting held up in serious congestion. 

Brief

1. Undertake desktop research (in particular liaise with Midlothian and 
City of Edinburgh Councils) to establish available information in respect 
of ground conditions (including the existence of mine works), 
topography, drainage, public utilities, land ownership and other 
information relevant to the provision of a bus link. 

2. Establish if further information not readily available is required and 
discuss with Client.  

3. Identify the best alignment taking full account of the information 
obtained from 1. and the likely implementation cost. This must also take 
into account any land use severance/land access requirement, 
environmental issues and any risk of flooding. 

4. The design should be based on a design speed of 100 kph but this may 
be relaxed on the approaches to the P&R sites.  
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5. Vertical and horizontal design drawings should be prepared to at least 
1:500 scale and must include the tie in with and any necessary 
alterations to existing / proposed Park & Ride sites. 

6. The work should also include suitable bus priority measures on the 
A702 (northbound) between the access to Lothianburn Park&Ride to 
the junction with A720 Edinburgh Bypass. 

7. Design and Costs should include all relevant costs,  including land 
costs, ground works, drainage, fencing, landscaping, detailed design 
etc.

8. Prepare a project report to enable the client to take the project forward 
with relevant parties, including Transport Scotland, Midlothian and City 
of Edinburgh Councils and Bus operators. 

9. The consultant should liaise fully with the two local authorities in the 
execution of the above work. 

10. Work should be completed by 31 March 2010. 

Trond Haugen
Advisor to SEStran
Direct Dial:        0131 524 5155
Mobile:        07707 23 03 05

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Appendix B
Initial Alignment Options 

Drawing
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Appendix C
Geotechnical Desk Study 
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Appendix D
Land Use & Environmental 

Constraints Plans 
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